CAPSTONE RUBRIC
Capstone Seminar 3 Credits (For All Capstone Seminar Courses)
The Capstone Seminar isthe demonstration of the students mastery of the undergraduate disciplineand its synthesiswith the libera arts.
Through a culminating research project, students demonstrate the ability to write and effectively communicate depth in the discipline,
integration of liberd arts, and an understanding of Mercy values. The class should be taken in the senior year.

Approved 5/5/2007

The assessment criteriaassessthe leve of proficiency students demonstrate for each competency. The goal for al students at the collegeis
to achievearating of 17— 20 on a20 point scalefor each competency. These criteriaare descriptiveand other creative approaches might
meet goas. Some criteriamay need additiona modification in order to address specific requirements of discipline (i.e. styleand format).

Evd uate each criterion according to the 20-point scaleand placethe valuein the Score column (you may provide additiona feedback in the
Comments column). Sum the scoresfor each criterion within a Competency and place the valuein the associated Totd cell. Usethe
Weighting Conversion Table (last page) to weight the Competency Totalsand calculate a Grand Total (out of a possible 380 points) by
following the instructions within the table.

Assessment Criteria

|. Demonstrates

Effective
Writing and
Communication
(20%)

1. Writesclearly
and appropriately
with proper style

2. Demonstrates
useof correct
syntax

3. Writing
characterized by
appropriatetone
and voice

20 19 18 17

Sentencesare
clear and vary
often and
appropriately;
styleis
appropriateand
consistent
throughout; and
styleconsistently
meets
requirements of
discipline (APA,
MLA, etc.).

Find product is
free of grammar,
spdling, usage,
and punctuation
errors.

Writer usesthe
appropriate voice
and tone
consistently
throughout that
showsan
understanding of

16 15 14 13

Sentencesare
clear most of the
time styleis
mostly consistent
and appropriate;
and stylemeets
requirements of
disciplinemost of
thetime (APA,
MLA, etc.).

Fina product has
1to 4 mechanica
errors.

Writer usesthe
appropriate voice
and tone most of
the time that
showsan
understanding of
audience; most of

Sentences are
often unclear,
very little
vaiation, styleis
often inconsistent
or inappropriate;
stylemeets
requirements of
discipline some
of thetime (APA,
MLA, etc.).

5andupto 10
mechanica
erors.

Writer usesthe
appropriate voice
and tone some of
the time that
shows some
understanding of
audience, some

Sentencesare
frequently
unclear, very little
vaiation, styleis
mostly
inconsistent or
inappropriate;
stylerarely meets
requirements of
discipline (APA,
MLA, etc.).

1llandupto 15
mechanica
errors.

Writer rarely uses
the appropriate
voiceand tone
and does not
adequately
consider the
audience; the

Comments

Sentence
structure is
incoherent, does
not vary, and
styleis
inconsistent or
inappropriate;
styledoes not
meet
requirements of
discipline (APA,
MLA, etc.).

Morethan 15
mechanica
errors.

Writing failsto
use appropriate
voiceand tone
and does not
demonstrate
effective
communication

audience writer | thetime, the of thetime, the | writer often does ' to an audience;
communicates  writer writer not communicate lackscrestivity;
idesseffectively  communicates communicates idesseffectively;  lackssufficient
and usescredtive | ideaseffectively | ideaseffectivdly | demonstrates interest or
conventionsand | and usescreative | and usescrestive = some cregtive engagement with
origindity that conventionsand | conventionsand | conventionsand  the topic.
enhancerather  origindity that origindity to origindity to
than distract enhance rather enhance enhance
from than distract communication | communication
communication | from of idess, but of idesas, but
of idess; the communication | theseare these are often
writing shows of idess, the sometimes distracting; the
that the writer is | writing shows distracting;the | writing shows
engaged or that the writeris | writing shows that the writer
deeply adequately that the writeris  hasamodest
committed to the  engaged or interested inthe | interestinthe
topic. committed to the | topic, but not topic, but is

topic. completely disengaged with

engaged withit. | it.
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4. Organizationis The organization | The organization ' The organization = The organization = The paper lacks
clear and enhancesand enhancesand enhancesand attemptsto clear organization
effective developsthe developsthe developsthe develop the and does not
problem/ problem/ problem/ problem/ maintain
guestion; question; question, but question, but adequate focus
sequencingis sequencing is sometimestends | often loses on the problem/
clear and clear and tolosefocuson | focus, sequencing | question; lack of
effectiveand effectiveand the problem/ often unclear effective
perhapscregtive; perhapscreative | question; making the sequencing
transtionsare most of thetime; ' sequencing writing difficult  rendersthe
consistently most of thetime,  sometimes for thereaderto  writing
smooth and clear | trangitions are unclear making | follow; confusing;
among all somewhat thewritingmore  trandtionsare consistent lack of
elements. inconsistent difficult for the | oftenlackingand | effective
among some reader to follow; | movement transitionsto
elements, but not | transitions are between ideas move from one
S0 much to sometimes seemsforced and | ideato the next;
render the writing  lackingand unnatural and writing seems
confusing. movement therefore incoherent most
between ideas confusngmost | of thetime, thus
seemsforcedand | of thetime. consistently
unnatural and obscuring the
therefore main point.
confusing at
times.

Total for Competency |:
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Competency Assessment Criteria
1.
Demonstrates
Depth in the 20 19 18 17|16 15 14 13|12 11 10 9(8 7 6| 5|4 3 2 1 0] Score Comments
Discipline
(30%)
1. Identifies, |dentifies Identifies Identifies Summarizes Failsto identify
summarizesand | problem/ problem/ problem/ issue, but failsto | problem/
develops question question guestion articulate research question.
problem/research  governing governing governing problem/
guestion research, research, but research, but key | research question
governing identifies somedetailsand  detailsand governing
research subsidiary or nuancesare nuancesare research.
implicitaspects  missed or glossed  missed or glossed
of theproblem;  over; identifies  over; does not
clearlyidentifies  relationships clearly identify
relationships integral to an relationships
integral to an andysisof the integrd to an
anadyssof the problem/ andysisof the
problem/ question most of | problem/
question; thetime question; not
aticulateswhy  articulateswhy  clear why thisis
stated problem/ | stated problem/  animportant or
research question | research question ' necessary
isimportant or isimportant or problem/
necessary to necessary to research question
addressin addressin to explore.
discipline. discipline.
2.Understanding | Justifiesown Justifiesown Attemptsto Attemptsto Failsto justify
and integration of | problem/ problem/ justify own justify own own problem/
problem/research research question | research question | problem/ problem/ research question
guestion relative | to otherswith to otherswith research question,  research question, | relativeto other
to discipline enough clarity someclarity,but | butissomewhat | but in very vague = problem/
and precisonto  lackssomedepth; vague attempts  terms, attempts | research
beconvincingor = expresses to express to express guestionsin
plausible relationship to relaionshipto relationship to discipline.
expresses other positions/  other positions/ | other positions/
relationship to hypothesesin hypotheses, but | hypotheses, but
other positions/  discipline, but ofteninsampligtic  lacksdepth and is
hypothesesin sometimesin or superficid consistently
disciplinewith smplisticterms.  terms. superficid or
appropriate sampligtic.
depth.
3. Demonstration | Student isableto | Student isableto = Student isableto = Student uses Student uses
of genera usethediscipline usethediscipline | usethediscipline | discipline discipline
comprehension  appropriate appropriate appropriate appropriate appropriate
vocabularyin vocabulary in vocabularyin vocabularyless | vocabulary less
writtenand oral  writtenandora | writtenand oral  than 75% of the  than 60% of the
communication  communication | communication | time; presents time; presents
95% of thetime;  85% of thetime; | lessthan 75% of | onestandardor  one standard or
presents more presents more thetime; presents | establishedidea.  established idea
than oneideaand than oneideaand morethanone | withlittleorno  without reference
argues argues ideaand argues  referenceto to chalenging
chdlengingideas chalengingideas chalengingideas | chalengingideas  idess engages
in some depth but sometimes  but often and doesnot go  idessthat are
rdevanttoman  smplisticdlyor  smplisticdlyor | into any depth to | obviousor
problem/ superficialy; able  superficidly;able | explainthem; agreesbleand
question; ableto  to articulateless | to articulateless | engagessome doessoinvery
clearlyarticulate  obviousand/or  obviousand/or | idessthat are vague or
lessobvious more challenging more challenging | obviousor improper terms.
and/or more idess, but with idess, but often  agreeableand
chdlengingidees.  somelack of with lack of often inimproper

clarity or focus.

clarity or focus.

terms.

Total for Competency |1:
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Competency Assessment Criteria
111,
Demonstrates
Effective 20 19 18 17|16/15 14 13|12 11 10 9|8 7 6 5|4 3 2 1 0| Score Comments
Integration of
Liberal Arts
(15%)
1. Identifiesand = Anayzesissue | Presentsand Presents and Approachto Approach to
considers with aclear sense| exploresrelevant | exploresrelevant | issueidentifies | issueis
influence of of contextand | contextsand contextsand other contexts | egocentric or
context and assumptions— | assumptions, assumptions; but does not socio-centric;
assumptions both the includes other includes other connect to them; ' does not
student’sown authoritieson authoritieson recognizes consider
and those of the topic, but the topic, but persond bias, yet connectionsto
established sometimesrelies | oftenreliestoo | maintains other contexts;
authorities; too heavily on heavily on groundingin littleto no
recognizes established established absolutes does | anadydsthat is
influence of own | authorities, authorities, not adequately  grounded in
bias addresses | recognizes recognizes recognize absoluteswith
assumptions assumptions assumptions assumptions littleor no
underlyingthe | underlying underlying underlying recognition of
ethicd ethica ethica ethica personal bias,
implicationsof  implications, implications, implications. doesnot
the problem/ though though oftenina recognize
question. sometimesina | limited way. assumptions
limited way. underlying
ethicad
implications.
2. Develops, Position presents | Position clearly  Postion Position Presentsa
presents and aclear andysisof | acknowledges,  acknowledges, | demonstrates position that is
articulatesown | other positions  refutesand/or refutesand/or  verylittle unorigina and
position to inconcert with | synthesizesother  synthesizesother ' origindity by clearly inherited
address onesown; positions, positionsthough ' acknowledging  from another
problem/ position presentation of | sometimes other arguments | source; addresses
guestion demonstrates position is unclearly or or assertions, only one
origindity of occasondly superficidly; and reliestoo argument
thought and inconsistent presentation of  heavily on them; | relevant to the
execution; and/or unclear. | poditionisoften  presentspostion  problem/
positionis inconsistent inconsistently research
congstently and/or unclear. | throughout and ' question;
argued often lacks position is
throughout. clarity. uncleer; failsto
justify argument
presented.
3. Integrates Fullyintegrates | Integratesideas  Only partialy Very rough No other
other ideasand and perspectives | integratessome | mention of other  perspectivesor
perspectivesand = perspectives from afew other idessand  idessand ideasraisedin
positions from avariety of | different perspectives, perspectives but  addition to
different sources, comparesand poorly personal
SOUrCeS, comparesand contraststhese | integrated; offers  opinions, no
compares and contraststhese | ideasswithown  no comparison  evidencethat
contraststhese | ideasswithown | ideas, but often | or contrast with = dternativeideas
ideasswithown | ideas, though superficidlyor  own idess. were considered.
idess. sometimesina | smplistically.
limited or
superficid way.
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4. 1dentifiesand | Presentsan Discusses Discusses Identifies Failsto identify
articulates anaysisof implicationswith | implicationswith possble conclusionsor
conclusonsand | implicationsthat = support of somesupport of | conclusonsor  implications,
summary extend beyond | evidenceor data; evidenceor data; | implications, but  smplistic
disciplinary conclusonsare | conclusonsare | doesso summary;
boundaries; sometimesvague | often vagueeven simplisticalyor  presents
conclusonsare | evenif they if they extend superficidly; conclusionsas
clearlyrelatedto | extend beyond  beyond scopeof | conclusonsare | absolute and
problem/ scope of discipline relates  vagueand only  may attribute to
question and discipling relates  conclusonto tangentidly an externd
provide answers | conclusion to problem/ related to authority
and/or questions| problem/ question, but problem/
for further study. question lacks question at best.
consistently. consistency.
5. Demonstrates  Demonstratesan  Demonstratesan | Demonstratesan | Demonstratesan  Does not
understanding of understanding | understanding  understanding  understanding  demonstrate an
andintegrates  andintegration | andintegration | andintegration andintegration | understanding or
other disciplines = of morethan of no morethan | of no morethan = of no morethan | integration of
(eg., history, two disciplines | two disciplines | onediscipline onediscipline any discipline
socid sciences, | outside of outside of outside of outside of outside of
quantitativeand | disciplinary disciplinary disciplinary disciplinary disciplinary
scientific focus of focus of focus of focus of focus of
reasoning, problem/ problem/ problem/ problem/ problem/
aesthetics, and research research research research research
humanities) question; question; question; guestion; question.
integration of integration of integration of integration of
other disciplines | other disciplines | other discipline | other discipline
enhancesfocus | enhancesfocus | enhancesfocus | isforced and
and depth of and depth of and depth of distractsfrom
writingand adds | writingand adds | writingand adds  the main
clarity to writing. | clarity to writing = clarity to writing = problem/
most of thetime, someof the research
but issometimes | time, but isoften | question.
unclear or unclear or
forced. forced.

Total for Competency I11:
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Competency Assessment Criteria
V.
Demonstrates
Good Research
Practice and 20 19 18 17|16 15 14 13|12 11 10 9|8 7/ 6 5|4 3 2 1 0 Score Comments
Use of
Information
(20%)
1. Useof identifiesand Identifiesand Identifiesand |dentifiesand Identifiesand
sources and annotates20or  annotates15— | annotates10- 15 annotates5-9 | annotates fewer
resources (Note  more appropriate | 19 sourcesand  and integratesat  sourcesand than 5 sources
that somestyles = primary and integratesat least  least 5; uses integratesat leest  and integrates
require secondary 7, uses appropriatestyle  3; rarely uses fewer than 3;
integration of al = sourcesand consistently someof thetime appropriate style | failsto use
referencesin integrates10or  gppropriatestyle | (APA, MLA, (APA, MLA, appropriate style
text) MOre; Uses (APA,MLA, etc) etc) (APA, MLA,
appropriate style | etc.) etc)
consistently
(APA, MLA,
etc)
2. ldentifiesand Demonstrates Demonstrates Identifiesthe Identifiesthe Does not
synthesizesa the use and competency with ' vauedifferences  vauedifferences | recognizethat
variety of types  importance of different kinds of ' of potentia of potentia knowledgeis
and formatsof | primary and resources and resources and resources and disseminated
potentia sources secondary medig different media  different media, | into various
sourcesand differentiates but till relies but relies mediaand
demonstratesthe | between primary  amost exclusivelyon cannot locate
construction of  and secondary  exclusvelyon loca and print information
datafrom sourcesand locd and print resources; relies | beyond loca and
primary sources, | effectively resources, relies  entirely on print resources.
synthesizes integratesthem,  dmost entirdly  secondary
materia from but synthesisof  on secondary SOurces.
both secondary  themiis sources, but
and primary occasiondly synthesisof them
resources unclear. lacksclarity most
throughout. of thetime.
3. Congstently cites Acknowledges  Acknowledges | Inappropriately  Does not
Acknowledges  sourcesinan sourcesinan sourcesinan acknowledges acknowledge
the use of appropriate style | appropriate style ' appropriate style  sourcesusing sources.
information and posts with minimal most of thetime | incorrect style
sources permission syntax errors. with minimal and/or contains
granted notices syntax errors numerous syntax
for copyrighted most of thetime. | errors.
material, where
applicable;
containsno
syntax efrors.
4. Use of Student isableto  Student isableto ' Student Student No
technology identify,use, and identifyanduse demonstratesa  demonstratesa | demonstration of
integratelibrary | technologica margind margind competency
resources and toolsfor more  proficiencyinthe proficiencyinthe using
databases, than one purpose  use of use of technologica
effectiveword- | (eg., research technologica technologica resources or
processng skills,  and toolsfor research toolsfor research tools.
and credible communication), ' and and
Internet demonstratesat  communication | communication
resources, leastanaverage  of ideas;useof  of ideas; use of
student proficiencyin technology technology was
demonstrates gppropriateand  tended to be ineffectiveor
appropriateand | effectiveuseto  misplaced or distracting.
effectivemeans  communicate inappropriate at
to disseminate, idess. times.

communicate, or
present
information.
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Competency Assessment Criteria
Total for Competency |V:
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Competency Assessment Criteria
V.
Demonstrates
Understanding
of, Integrates,
and Applies 20 19 18 17|16 15/ 14 13|12 1110 9|8 7 6 5|4/ 32 1 0| Score Comments
Values of
Mercy, Service,
Hospitality, and
Justice (15%)
1. Integrates Articulates Articulates Articulates Articulates Failsto identify
vauesof mercy, collegevaues vaues, can vaues, can vaues, but does  and articulate
service, and expresses identify identify not clearly rel evance of
hospitality and relevanceto relevancebut for | relevancebut for | articulate vaues.
justicewith problem/ no morethan 1; | no morethan 1; | relevance;
problem/ research integration integration integration
research question | question and seems seems seemsforced,

integrates2 or  appropriateand | appropriateand | unnaturd, or

moreinproject; wdl placedin well placed in distractsfrom

integration is referenceto referenceto problem/

clear and problem/ problem/ research

focused and research research guestion.

enhances guestion most of  question some

articulation of thetime of the time, but

problem/ enhancingthe  lackssome

research articulation of clarity.

question. the problem/

research
question.

2. Appliesvdues Demonstratesa Demonstratesa | Demonstrates | Applicationof  Failsto apply
of mercy, service, clear application | clear application | application of vauesis vauesto the
hospitality and of vauesto of vauesto vauesto somewhat vague | research topic.
justiceto lifeof | problem/ problem/ problem/ or forced and
serviceand research research research does not extend
compassion question; very guestion most of question some | beyond scope of

cearlyextends  thetime extends| of thetime; disciplinevery

beyond scopeof | beyond scopeof | extendsbeyond | well; relatesto

discipling deearly | disciplinebut scope of problem/

articulated in sometimes discipline but question, but

terms of unclearly; often unclearly; ' vaguely or

problem/ articulated in articulated in superficialy.

research terms of terms of

question problem/ problem/

enhancing the research research

mainideasand  question, but question, but

even occasiondly often lacks

demonstrates lacksclarity. clarity.

Cregtive

expression

further clarifying

main points.
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3.Demonstrates  Demonstrates  Demonstrates  Demonstrates | Offersabrief Failsto address
clear reflection clear reflection  reflection on reflection on condderation of | ethicsinrelation
on ethics. on ethics, ethics, ethics, ethical issues, to problem/
professonaism, professondism, | professonaism, | but lacksclarity | research
and application  and application | and application | or focusin guestion.
of vauesto of vauesto of vauesto relationto
problem/ problem/ problem/ problem/
research research research research
question; clearly | question, but question, but question; does
articulatesethicad  occasiondly often lacks not attempt to
sgnificanceof | lacksclarityor | clarity or focus, | extend ethica
problem/ focus, articulates  articulatesethica | significance
research ethicd significanceof | beyond scope of
question not sgnificanceof  problem/ discipline writer
onlyintermsof | problem/ research communicates
disciplinary research question in ethica
focus, but dso | question not terms of considerationsin
addresses onlyintermsof  disciplinary aforced, unclesr,
significance disciplinary focus, and and/or
beyond focus, but dso | addresses superficid
disciplinary addresses significance manner.
scope. significance beyond
beyond disciplinary
disciplinary scope, but
scope. sometimesina
forced or
unclear way.

Total for Competency V:

Weighting Conversion Table

Multiply total from each competency by the corresponding weight to produce the weighted total for each competency. The sum of dl five weighted
competency totals equasthe grand total out of apossibletota of 380. Individua faculty will specify the grade for thistotal according to the godsand
outcomes described in their syllabus.

Total (from

Competency above) Weighting Weighted Total (Total X

Weighting)
l. .95
. 19
1. .57
V. .95

V. .95
Grand Total (Add Weighted Totals)

/ 380



i Portions have been adapted from the Washington State Critical Thinking Project. Available: http://wsuctproject.wsu.edu/ph.htm



